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Happy October! 

What a remarkable month September has been and we are here to embrace what the future holds. Please join me in
giving a huge shout out to teachers; they have been remarkable this first month of school and have been working
relentlessly to ensure your student has the best possible experience for this school year. Our teachers at Robert E.
Howard Middle School are phenomenal and I am truly humbled to work alongside them. 

Thank you so much for your effort so far to be an active participant in your child’s education in these unprecedented
times. While we know it has been new to everyone, we are working together to make these transitions between
models as smooth as possible for families. As your child shifts from the hybrid model to face to face model, we want
to support you in understanding we are in full force of learning and teaching.  

Using your child’s Chromebook, you can access your child’s work and expectations. Teachers will post assignments,
video links, and other important information to help your child continue to grow and learn during this uncertain time.
Teachers will communicate with families through phone calls and email. It will be important to check for
communication frequently.

In these new and changing times, it is very important to keep the lines of communication open. Please reach out to
your child’s teacher or me if you need support in accessing the materials for learning or if you need clarification
regarding schedules and activities. We want you and your child to feel engaged and supported in this new learning
environment. We are here to help and do not want you to miss important learning opportunities.

Regardless of what stage of distance, hybrid, or in-person learning we are in, please know you have an amazing
team of educators at Howard to support your students and families. I can say with complete confidence that we will
do everything we can to support your family and provide a phenomenal education for your student. 

Dr. Sharon F. Hampton  

NOTES FROM THE PRINCIPAL

F A L L  2 0 2 1  I S S U E  N O .  1

What's inside this issue

Technology in the Classroom
New Faculty & Staff Members
Providing Support at Home
REH Student Athletes
Bruin School Pride



Shafi Mohammad

8th Grade Math/Algebra I

Valerie Walker 

7th Grade English Language Arts

Ann Marie Roberts-Chai

7th Grade Math

Jarod Barksdale

6th Grade Science

Classrooms across all grade levels can be found using technology to improve

instruction and engage learners.  

FALLING INTO LEARNING

Teachers and students are falling into learning. As I visit classrooms
students are engaged and teachers are teaching. Devices and
smartboards are at full capacity. As I speak to many of the students
when I enter, they say they are glad to be here and do not want to
quarantine. “My reply, please keep your mask pulled up”. 

To my superhero teachers, my MVP parents and guardians keep up the
great work. Our students are working hard to earn good grades and
behavior because they get excited when the administrative team rolls
around with their shopping cart of goodies. To Dr. Hampton, Mr. Mickles,
and Mrs. Smalls keep up the great work. 

Elizabeth Humphrey
School Level Technologist

New Faculty & Staff



Jorge Puyo

Spanish

Dwayne Lewis

Physical Education

Crystal Ballard

Parent Liaison

 

MRS. SMALLS' CURRICULUM CORNER New Faculty & Staff

Get to know the teachers. It’s a good idea to meet each of your child’s
teachers. Ask about their expectations. Find out how much time your child
should spend on homework each night. Find out whether there will be
regularly scheduled tests and if so, when. Ask about the best way to get in
touch if you have questions. If the teachers use email, be sure to get their
addresses.
Find a niche for yourself at your child’s school. Unlike in the lower grades,
middle school classrooms don’t need extra adults on hand. But you can
volunteer in other ways. Serve as an adviser for an extracurricular activity
such as the school paper, chess club, or science fair. Help out in the computer
lab. Being in the school is a great way to get a feel for what goes on there.
Do behind-the-scenes work. If you can’t be in school during the day, ask
teachers and other school personnel to pass along some work that you can do
on your own. Photocopy homework assignments; collect recyclables for a
science or art project; serve on a parent-school advisory council; join your
middle school PTO.
Volunteer to chaperone school dances and drive kids to school sports
competitions. You’ll meet other parents, school staff, and your child’s
classmates.
Go to school meetings and events. Attending concerts, plays, assemblies,
meetings, and other activities is a good way to become familiar with your
child’s school community.
Find out about homework assignments and school tests. If your school has a
website where teachers list homework assignments, get in the habit of
checking it regularly. If not, contact your child’s teachers and ask them to alert
you when there’s an important project or test coming up.
Talk to your child about school. Ask specific questions to draw out your child.
Ask “How do you think you did on the math test?” “Did Mr. Phipps say
anything funny today?” “What games did you play in PE?” More about having
a conversation at school.
Give your child a quiet place to study and do homework. Find an area in your
home that is free of distraction where your middle schooler can concentrate
on homework. Be available to help if your child has a question.
Check your child’s homework, but don’t do it for her. Offer to check math
problems, proofread written papers, and look over spelling words. If you find a
mistake, point it out to your child and help her figure out the correct answer.
Post a family calendar in a central place. Write down important school dates,
including parent meetings, due dates for projects, and tests. Encourage your
middle schooler to add to the calendar and to check it daily.

The school year is off to an AMAZING start with teachers and students
working hard to get back into the swing of things. A new school year that
seems familiar, but with a few new things to get used to. Our staff is
working diligently to provide the conditions for safety and success for all
our students. As we navigate through the uncertainty of the on-going
pandemic, we are committed to prioritizing student and staff safety,
providing high-quality instruction and social emotional wellness. As we
strive to build relationships, we look forward to seeing you at school-wide
events, both virtually and in person. We recognize that masks and shields
are not ideal or comfortable, but our goal is to keep all students, faculty,
staff, and families safe in the pursuit of academic excellence.

As an administrator, I’d like to share 10 Tips for Middle School Parents:

Melissa Amaker-Smalls
Assistant Principal





Sylvan Lewis

 Teacher Assistant

Almeda Murdaugh

Teacher Assistant

Jon Brunson

Behavior Modification Center

help us help our school

The Robert E. Howard Parent-Teacher Organization
(PTO) welcomes all REHMS families to join us in
supporting our students, staff, school and community!
The PTO would love to sponsor classroom materials
requested by teachers, in-school cultural arts assemblies,
after-school enrichment programs, book fairs, events for
family and community bonding, and prepares the student
directory and school yearbook. 

We hope every REHMS family will join us to help with this
important work. You can become a PTA member by
emailing Ms. Melissa Smalls at
melissa.smalls@ocsdsc.org to join the email list. The next
meeting is November 18th at 7:00 p.m. 

At this time, all PTA meetings will be conducted virtually.
Log-in information will be shared prior to the meeting via
email.

New Faculty & Staff

November 18, 2021
7:00 P.M. via Zoom



Reading is a life-long skill necessary for learning and
exploration. Research studies show that middle schoolers should
read 1 hour a day, this includes 30 minutes at home. Students
should be reading from a variety of genres to include - fantasy,
realistic fiction, science fiction, historical fiction, and adventure,
mystery, and biographies. 

At this level, middle schoolers should also be able to complete 1
chapter book per week or 5 nonfiction books. Reading each day
for extended periods of time builds the stamina needed for
instructional engagement as well as standardized testing.

Login to Clever to access our virtual school library through Follett
Destiny. Also don't forget to join us for our Virtual Family
Literacy Night on Wednesday, November 17, 2021 at 6:00 P.M.
to learn more about our literacy efforts as well as resources that
are available.

Reading affords students the opportunity to connect with the
world - to make connections, think critically, and promote
community "Reading is more                                                        
 than a source of information                                                                  
and entertainment. 
It is an empowering act."  

Anya Bonnette
School Librarian

Source:
American Reading Company, 2010
Alma For Ada & F. Isabel Campoy

is reading required?!

Eliminate Distractions
 Turn off cell phones, TVs,
computers, social media

and games.
 

Family Reading Time 
Read along with your child

or watch them reading.
Remember 30 minutes is

the goal!
 

Book Discussion
Ask your child questions,

which will encourage
him/her to think and talk
about what was read. 

 
Check Out Books

Encourage your child to
visit our school library. 

 
Keep a Record

Sign your child's reading
log. Reading log sheets are

available in the 
school library. 

 

ReadingReadingReading
@Home@Home@Home



REH STUDENTREH STUDENT

ALTHETESALTHETES
 

Brandon Austin 
James Beard 

Caesar Bellamy
Quentin Bellamy
Kea’von Brigman

Qua’Tavious Brown 
Jayden Clark

Zion Clark
Khmari Coulter
Alonzo Dantzler
Jordan Elmore
Kamren Foster
Kalum Frady

Aidyn Gaffney 
Tremaine Gilyard 
Jordan Goodwin

Lamarques Hodges
Twayne Holman

 

Taileek Jamison
Saiquan Johnson

Deshane Keitt
Deshawn Lambright 

Jabri Mays
Jordan McGahee 

Jalen McGraw 
Diaquice Monroe 

Deshaun Riley
Nazir Rivers

Latorian Ryant
Phillip Shuler

 Taizon Sprinkle
Derrick Thomas

Zion Thomas
Tyrene Tyler

Javon Williams
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Jazmyne Bell 
Aniiya Joyner 
Shanyria Keitt

Cheyenne Odom
Mia Pelzer
Aniya Tyler

Jasmine Watson
Nygeria Wilson
Katelyn Guess
Lauren Young

Jah-Laiah Elliott
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CHEERLEADINGCHEERLEADING

Marchela Brown
Zy'Nasia Dixon

Jamea Grant
Nevaeh Huggins
Treyana Jamison

Ariadne Martinez Munoz
Johnetta Pearson

 

Amiya Pelzer
Jaelyn Sanders

A'Naiyah Shuler
Sha'Naiya Sutton
Ja'Miya Stewart

Summer Torrellas
Sani Wilson

 



order today

Robert E. Howard Middle School



October 26
Early Release Day - 12:30 PM
Reports Cards Issued

October 26-29
Red Ribbon Week

October 27
Football vs Woodlawn 
at Orangeburg-Wilkinson High School

October 28
Pink Out Night "Volleyball vs Football"
School Gym - 6PM

MARK  YOURMARK  YOUR

CALENDARCALENDAR
November 9
Fall Picture Day

November 17
Family Literacy Night "The 80s: Then & Now"
Virtual/Online - 6PM

November 18
PTO Meeting
Virtual/Online - 7PM

November 22-26
Thanksgiving Break
School Closed

During September, Robert E. Howard Middle School celebrated National Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCU) Week. Each day
students participated in special activities and events (HBCU Door Decorating Contest., Virtual College Tours, HBCU Book Distribution and
daily college trivia).

Bruin School PrideBruin School Pride


